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To  tho  Chairman,  Mrs *Houfton,  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Committee  ,  -   


Mr, Chairman,  Mrs *Houf ton,  and 'Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  11th  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Redditch  Unban  District.  There  are  certain 
features  of  the  report  which  are  worthy  of  special  mention.  The 
Birth  Rate  (23,98)  is  the  highest  I  have  yet  recorded,  and  the 
Death  Rate  (11,06)  is  still  comparatively  low,  and  below  the 
England  and  Wales  figure.  The  Infant  Mortality  rate  (32,15) 
is  satisfactory  this  year,  and  indicates  good  work  in  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service.  The  Diphtheria  Immunisation 
figures  on  page  14  are  worth  noting.  Only  5  cases  were  notified 
during  the  year,  and  none  of  them  were  fatal.  The  greatly 
lowered  incidence  of  the  disease  Is  undoubtedly  due  to  a 
vigorous  ant i -diphtheria  campaign  which  has  been  kept  up  by  tho 
Health  Department  for  over  11  years. 

There  Is  little  to  record  regarding  the  incidence  of 
disease  proving  fatal,  the  deaths  in  the  various  disease  groups 
corresponding  fairly  closely  with  those  for  1943. 

I  wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Council  and  Officials 
for  their  valued  co-operation  during  the  year. 


SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  ■  OF  THE  AREA. 


Estimated  population  ,,  .. 

Area . 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  1943  ,, 

1944 

Rateable  Value  (1st  October  1944) 
Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  .. 


25,940. 

12,059  acres. 

7,437. 

7,437. 

£138,988. 

£555. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


*  v 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 


Legit . 
Illegit . 


Total.  M. 

593  289  304 

29  15  14 


Legit . 
Illegit . 


Total.  M  P 

17  11  6 

11- 


/ 


Birth  Rate  per 


1 ,  r  C O'  T op r.l at  i on . 
1944.  ~  1943. 

23.98  18.38 


/  Eng • A 
Hales . 
1944. 
17.0 


per  1,000  total  births. 
1944.  1943. 

28.94  32.97 


DEATHS. 


Total  M  F 
287  .  139  148 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES. 


DeA  ths 
1944 . 

Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  Maternal. 

Causes. 


DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  HEAR 


Legit . 

Illegit. 

Legit .Infants  per  1,000  legit, 
live  births. 

Illegit . Inf ants  per  1,000 
illeg i t . 1 ive  b ir  ths  . 


Total  M  F 

18  8  10 

2  11 


Death  Rate  per 

Eng. 8c 

1,000  Population. 

Wales . 

1944.  ‘  1943. 

1944 . 

11.06  10.54 

11.6 

Rate  per  1,000 

Total  Births. 

1944.  1943 

M 

**•  «•* 

M  « 

AGE. 

L  i  i*S  n 

infant  Mort.Rate 

Eng.  A 

per  1  ,..000  live 

Wales . 

births. 

1944.  1943. 

1944. 

32.15  >  55.67 

46.0 

m: 

27.68 

66.67 


F. 

32,39 

71,43 


V 


iT 


DEATHS  from:- 


Measles . 

Whooping  Cough. 

Small  Pox. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Appendicitis . 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. 

Influenza . 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory). 
Other  Tuberculosis. 

Cancer . 

Heart  Diseaise. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Bronchitis . 

Violence  A  Suicide. 

Congenital  debility,  premature 
births,  malformations,  etc. 
Diarrhoea  8c  Enteric 
(under  2  years) 


Total 

Mortality  Rato 

Eng.& 

per  1,000 

Population. 

Wales 

1944. 

1943 . 

1944. 

mm 

Q),  01 

- 

0.03 

tm 

M 

0.00 

mm 

0.00 

m 

0m 

0.02 

4 

0.15 

0.11 

•if 

mm 

4M 

«* 

m+ 

wm 

0.  08 

3 

0.11 

Pm 

0.1.2 

9 

0.34 

0.38 

M* 

1 

0.04 

0.15 

- 

47 

1.81 

1.63 

,1 

w< 

74 

2.85 

2.99 

- 

14 

0.54 

0.61 

1.34 

14 

0.54 

0.72 

- 

8 

0.31 

0.30 

- 

5 

0.19 

0.14 

m 

m 

2,06 

4.8 

(Per  1,000  live  births). 
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AMBULANCE. 


Report  on  eases  dealt  with  for  the  year  1944. 


13,318  Miles  were  covered  by  the  Ambulance  Car. 

92  Accident  cases  were  attended  to. 

224  Medical. 

271  Surgical. 

167  Maternity. 

3  Mental. 

Making  a  TOTAL  of  757  cases  attended  and  conveyed  to  various 

Hospitals,  conveying  772  patients. 

71  cases  convoyed  for  Worcs. County  Council,  P#A*D* 

No  ”  ”  n  Ware.  County  Council,  P.A#C. 

64  Night  service  cases  attended. 

Amount  due : -  £7  09 . 18 . 9d . 


District  Nurse  on  61  Maternity  Cases, 


Remarks, 


) 
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SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA . 

(a  )  LABORATORY  FACILITIES . 

There  is  nothing  further  to  report.  The  facilities  which 
exist  in  the  County  are  the  same. 

(b)  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  Ambulance  arrangements  are  In  a  high  state  of 
efficiency,  due  largely  to  the  good  work  put  in  by  Mr, Champ ion, 
the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  the  Ambulance  Drivers,  and 
voluntary  workers  and  members  of  the  St.John  Ambulance. 

(c)  NUR S ING  IN  1  THE  K OME . 

There  are  few  changes  to  report  in  the  work  of  the  District 
Nursing  Associations.  The  Astwood  Bank  and  Crabbs  Cross  district 
nurses  relinguished  their  part-time  Health  Visitors  duties  paid 
for  by  the  County  Council  on  the  appointment  of  a  full-time 
Health  Visitor  for  the  Astwood  Bank,  Crabbs  Cross,  and  Headless 
Cross  districts.  At  times  there  would  appear  to  have  been  a 
great  need  for  Nursing  help  in  the  home. 

(d)  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

It  will  be  observed  that  these  are  for  the  most  part 
provided  by  the  County  Council,  and  are  conducted  by  Officers 
employed  by  the  County  Council.  Much  valuable  preventive 
health  work  is  done  at  these  Clinics,  and  increasing  demands 
are  made  on  the  responsible  staffs.  The  time  and  work  devoted 
to  the  Welfare  Centres  by  voluntary  workers  is  much  appreciated. 


Clinic  . 

Situated. 

Accommo¬ 

dation. 

By  whom 
provided. 

Times  of 
holding. 

Redd itch  Child 

Old 

4  rooms. 

County 

Monday 

Welfare  Centre, 

Vicarage, 

Council 

2  p,m. 

Bfgrove  Rd. 

.and 

Tuesday 

voluntarily. 

2  p*m. 

i  •  • 
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Clinic . 

Situated. 

Accommo- 
dat  Ion . 

By  whom 
provided. 

Time  s  of 
holding. 

School  Clinic. 

Thursday 

10  a.m. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Old  Vicarage, 
B*  grove  Road. 

3  rooms . 

County  Council. 

Wed.  and 
Frid.10  a*m. 

Orthopaedic 
Clinic . 

Monday 

10  a.m. 

Diphtheria 
Prevention 
Clinic ♦ 

do. 

2  rooms. 

R  .U#D.C  ,oc 

County  Council. 

2nd  5c  4th 
Thursday 

10  a.m. 

Ante  Natal 
Clinic . 

do . 

2  rooms. 

County  Council. 

Tuesday 

10  a.m. 

Astwood  Bank 
Child  Welfare 
Centre. 

Church  Hall, 
Astwood  Bank. 

1  large 
room. 

1  small 
room. 

County  Council 
and 

voluntarily. 

2nd  &  4th 
Mondays 

2  p.m. 

Tuberculosis  • 

The 

Dispens  ary. 
Elm  Road. 

Wait ing 
Room  and 

C  onsult  Ing 
Room. 

County  Council. 

Friday 

2  p.m. 

(o )  HOSPITALS. 

The  following  Hospitals  only  one  of  which  is  situated  in  the 
Urban  District  are  available  to  Redditch  residents. 


HOSPITAL.' 

NAME. 

SITUATED. 

BY  WHOM  PROVIDED. 

Tuberculosis « 

W  *  C • C .  and  B f  gr  ove 
Droitwich  and 

Redditch  Joint 
Hospital. 

Knightwick, 
Broms grove 
and  Hayley 
Green. 

Under  joint 
control. 

Infectious 
Diseases . 

Broms grove  Droitwich 
and  Redditch  Joint 
Hospital. 

Broms grove , 

ditto 

Scabies . 

Tolladine . 

Worcester . 

w.c.c. 

Smallpox. 

w.c.c. 

Worcester . 

• 

o 

• 

O 

• 

Maternity. 

Mary  Stevens 

Lucy  Baldwin. 

Stourbridge . 
Stourport . 

w.c.c. 

w.c.c. 

Other  General. 

Smallwood 

Hospital  37  beds 
and  2  cots. 

Redditch. 

Voluntarily,  mOt 
Rate -aided. 

Venereal 
Disease . 

General  Hospital, 
Royal  Infirmary. 

Birmingham. 

Worcester. 

By  arrangement 
with  County 
Council. 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia. 

General  Hospital 

Royal  Infirmary. 

Birmingham. 
Worcester . 

By  arrangement 
with  County 

C  ounc il . 

— i — — . — .......  »  , — — 

1 
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751  in-patients  received  treatment  at  the  Smallwood 
Hospital  during  the  year,  and  1620  patients  wore  recommended 
for  treatment  at  the  Birmingham  and  other  Hospitals. 

The  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  at  Hill  Top,  Bromsgrove,  is 
under  the  control  of  the  Reddltch,  Bromsgrove  and  Droitwich 
Joint  Hospital  Board.  Close  liason  exists  between  the  Reddltch 
Health  Department  and  this  Hospital. 

(f )  MATERNITY  AND  NURSING-  HOMES. 

A  now  nursing  home  -  The  Gables  -  was  opened  during  the 
year.  This  home  will  accommodate  8  patients.  3  nursing  hones 
now  exist  In  the  Urban  District.  The  question  of  the  provision 
of  a  Home  to  meet  the  needs  of  those  unable  to  pay  the  private 
nursing  homo  rate  has  been  much  under  consideration  during  the 
year.  A  conference  was  held  with  the  County  Council  at  which 
it  was  stated  that  a  new  Maternity  unit  would  soon  be  established 
at  the  All  Saints  Emergency  Hospital,  Bromsgrove,  now  vacated 
by  the  U„S, Forces,  which  would  provide  beds  for  Redditch  amongst 
other  Districts.  While  this  scheme  cannot  bo  considered  so 
convenient  for  Redditch,  It  must  be  considered  sufficient  on 
med ical  gr  ounds . 


SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  WATER  -  (ARTESIAN  WELL  WATER.) 

To  meet  the  water  shortage  In  Redditch,  the  East  Worcs. 
Waterworks  Company,  have  erected  a  new  bore  hole  and  pumping 
station  at  Brockhill  2  miles  outside  the  town,  and  have  completed 
a  large  storage  reservoir  at  Rectory  Road,  Headless  Cross,  so  that 
there  is  now  more  than  double  the  supply  of  1939  and  sufficient 
water  to  supply  the  needs  of  60,000  population.  Several  extensions 
have  been  made  where  building  has  been  In  progress.  A  small 
number  of  houses,  situated  in  the  more  outlying  areas  are  still 
dependent  on  well  water  which  Is  always  suspect.  Complaints  are 
occasionally  received  from  the  Borrow  Hill  district  on  the  quality 
of the  drinking  water.  It  was  here  that  the  scheme  for  an  extension 
of  a  supply  had  to  be  suspended  at  the  outbreak  of  war,  The 
Sanitary  Inspector  informs  me  that  app?  oximately  450  houses  in 
Reddltch, mostly  those  houses  scheduled  for  demolition  under  slum 
clearance , draw  their  water  from  standpipes.  This  represents 
approximately  6%  of  the  total  houses.  The  rest,  for  the  most 
part,  have  a  direct  supply  to  the  house.  The  Government  proposals 
for  a  National  Water  Policy  after  the  war  have  now  been  submitted 
in  White  Paper  Form.  This  marks  a  step  forward  towards  an 
adequate  and  pure  supply  for  everyone,  and  aims  at  removing 
defects  in  and  improving  the  present  system  of  supply.  Monthly 
analysis  are  made  of  the  local  water  and  this  is  found  to  be  pure 
and  wholesome  in  every  respect. 


2. 


*■7  — 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 


Complaints  have  been  received  from  time  to  time  on  the 
unsatisfactory  state  of  the  River  Arrow.  Various  sources  of 
pollution  are  under  investigation. 

3,  (i)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Number  of  pail  closets  converted  into 

water  closets.  Nil. 

Number  of  trough  closets  converted  into 

water  closets.  Nil. 

Analysis  of  sanitary  accommodation  at 

the  end  of  1944.  Water  closets.  5316. 

Automatically  flushed 

W*  C ! s .  357. 

Waste  water  closets.  16. 

Slop  closets.  97. 

Pail  closets.  479. 

Earth  closets.  17. 

(ii)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

There  have  been  no  important  extensions  or  improvements 
In  the  arrangements  for  Public  Cleansing  during  the  year. 

House  refuse  is  collected  fortnightly  and. disposed  of  by 
M control led”  tipping. 


1 
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(iii)  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE 

AREA. 

PREMISES 

INSPECTED.  No. OF 

INSPECTIONS 

ACCUMULATIONS  FOUND 

•  •  •  fl  0  *  9  0  »  »  1  * 

12. 

AN  DIALS  KEPT 

- 

Piggeries  . 

413. 

Stables  ...  ... 

4. 

Fowls,  pigeons,  etc.. 

28. 

COMPLAINTS 

- 

Total  No . investigated 

( all  premises ) . . 

152. 

DAIRIES 

- 

Cowsheds  . 

163. 

Dairies  ...  ... 

28. 

Milk  Shops  ...  ... 

6 . 

DISINFECTION 

•*» 

No-,  of  houses  disinfected 

45. 

other  buildings  dislnf 

.  2. 

DISINFESTATION 

- 

No,  of  houses 

27, 

Other  premises  ... 

DRAINAGE 

- 

No,  of  drains  found  choked. 

67. 

M  ”  u  11  defective. 

21. 

n  u  n  tested. 

24. 

Visits  to  ivorks  In  progress. 

119. 

DWELLING  HOUSES 

- 

No, Inspected  re  repairs. 

59. 

Re-Inspections  ... 

161. 

No. inspected  re  over- 

crowding. 

3, 

No,  found  dirty  ... 

41. 

i!  n  verminous .  . 

27. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES- 

Visits  re  Scarlet  Fever, 

40, 

n  !?  Diphtheria. 

5. 

u  M  other  diseases. 

2. 

FACTORIES 

** 

With  mechanised  power. 

43, 

Without  mechanised  power. 

5, 

Bakehouses  ...  ... 

12. 

FOOD  PREMISES 

- 

Butcher  shops  or  stalls. 

166. 

Preparation  of  potted  meat. 

etc . 

11. 

Fruiterers  ...  ... 

23. 

Fishmongers  and  fried  fish 

shops . 

14. 

Restaurants  or  cafe  kitchens. 

11. 

Samples  of  milk  taken  for 

bacteriological  examination. 

Satisfactory  . . * 

45. 

Unsatisfactory  ... 

MISCELLANEOUS 

No,  of  visits  not  otherwise 

VISITS , 

classified. 

123. 

SHOPS  ACTS 

*** 

...  ,  •  *  •  •  •  •  *  * 

39. 

TENTS,  VANS, 

SHEDS,  ETC. 

•  ft  f  ♦  a  ©  •  «  ft  •  c  ® 

31. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

** 

Visits  to  premises  re  wells. 

11. 

No. of  samples  taken  (chem. ) 

11. 

»  11  "  "  (baot.) 

11. 

Total  No. of  Inspections 


1983 
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(Iv)  IMPROVEMENTS. 


Houses  generally  repaired.  -  V  59. 
Wash-houses  repaired.  3. 
Water  closets  repaired  or  renewed.  *  1  •  18. 
Additional  Water  Closets  provided.  6. 
Houses'  cleansed.  41. 
Verminous  premises  disinfested.  27. 
Drains  reconstructed,  21. 
Choked  drains  cleansed.  67, 
Dustbins,  provided.  15. 
Privy  ashpits .  abolished. 

Accumulations  removed.  12, 
Cesspools  emptied.  6. 
Wells •  abolished  and  mains  supplies  laid  on.  4, 


(v)  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS  &  LICE. 

Fourteen  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs. 
Liquid  insecticide  is  used  for  disinfestation  and  "Zaldecide1*  is 
found  to  be  the  most  effective.  The  premises  are  examined  10  -  14 
days  after  treatment. 


RATS  AND  MICE  INFESTATION  ORDER ,  1945 . 

The  County  Council  have  delegated  their  powers  In  connection 
with  rodent  control  to  the  Council.  During  the  year  52  infested 
premises  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with  and  where  necessary 
advice  given  to  the  owners  concerning  proofing. 

In  anticipation  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  issuing  a  n direction5’ 
for  sewer  treatment  considerable  time  was  spent  locating  hidden 
sewer  manholes  and  loosening  all  covers.  Where  there  was  not  a 
suitable  bench  in  the  manhole  for  baiting ,  special  trays  were 
fixed  to  which  was  attached  a  piece  of  rope.  These  trays  were 
fixed  at  least  one  month  before  the  treatment  commenced.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  most  of  the  preliminary  work  for  sewer  treatment 
had  been  completed. 

SECTION  D. 

Housing, 

1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 


for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  .  280 

(b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  280 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations,  1925  and  1932  .  Nil. 

. (b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  In  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious-  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ..  221. 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub¬ 
head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ..  59 


-0-0  “ 


2.  REMEDY  OP  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE 

OP  FORMAL  NOTICES, 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informs!  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ,  •  56. 


ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAH. 

(a)  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  SECTIONS  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwe 11 ing -houses  in  respect  of  which 
Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs..  «•  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling -houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  Notices :- 

(a )  By  Owners  . «  . »  „ „  , «  . .  . .  Nil 

(b )  By  local  authority  in  default  of  Owners.  Nil 


(b)  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

re me  die  d  . •  .  »  . «  . .  ®  •  *•  3. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  Notices:- 

( a )  By  Owners  *•  ..  ••  . .  .  •  « •  3. 

(b )  By  local  authority  in  fault  of  owners  ..  Nil. 

(c)  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  SECTIONS  11  and  13  OP  THE  HOUSING 
ACT,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  „  •  *,  •  •  1. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders*.  «.  ••  Nil. 

(d)  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  SECTION  12  OP  THE  HOUSING  ACT, 1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  0.  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  * ,  e.  , .  ,,  Nil. 


4. 


(a) 


(b  ) 

(c) 

(d) 


HOUSING  ACT,  1936.  PART  IV.  OVERCROWDING. 


(I) 

(ii) 
111  ) 

(i) 

(ii) 


Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 
end  of  the  year  '  * .  , .  • .  , , 

Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 
Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .« 
Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 
reported  during  the  year.  • ,  ..  ». 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 
during  the  year  «•  , 0  •.  .* 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 
Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which 
dwelling-houses  have  again  become  over¬ 
crowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have 
taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  over¬ 
crow  /ding  to  *  3.  0,  s  b  C  «  •  . 


63. 

65. 

427. 

8. 

6. 

27. 


Nil. 


This  dees  not  indicate  the  true  position  of 
overcrowding  in  the  district,  and  there  are 
a  large  number  of  cases  of  which  full  details 
are  not  known.  Owing  to  shortage  of  staff 
it  is  impossible  to  keep  an  up-to-date  record 
of  the  overcrowding  position  whoro  so  many 
families  are  chonvi^g  Louses,  removing  from  or 
to  the  town  every  week. 


. 
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FACTORIES. 


1.  INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH. 


Premises 

Number 

of 

(i) 

Inspections 

(2) 

Writ  ton 

Notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(4) 

FACTORIES,  with  mechanical 

power . 

FACTORIES,  without  mechanical 

43 

Nil 

Nil 

power . 

MOTHER  HI  EMISES,  under  the  Act 
( including  works  of  building 

5 

Nil 

#•  t . 

Hil 

and  engineering  construction, 
but  not  Including  outworkers’ 
premises ) 

^Electrical  Stations  should  be 
reckoned  as  factories. 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL: 

60 

Nil 

Nil 

2. 

DEFECTS  FOUND. 

Particulars . 

a) 

Number  of  Defects , 

Found  Remedied.  Referred  to 

H.M, 

Inspector . 

(2)  (3)  (4) 

Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  of 
which 

Prosecutions 

were 

instituted. 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Overcrowding  (S*2) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Umreas enable  temperature 

( S  •  o  )  •  •  » •  •  • 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

inadequate  ventilation 

(3*4)  •  »  ••  « * 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ineff ective ' drainage  of 

floors  (S®6  )  * ,  , . 

- 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

( S • 7 )  insuf f Ic ient 

5 

5 

- 

Nil 

unsuitable  or 

defective 

3 

3 

Nil 

not  separate 
for  sexes 

1 

1 

M* 

Nil 

Other  offences 

- 

- 

MOT 

Nil 

TOTAL 

12 

12 

Nil 

Nil 
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BATHING  CENTRE,  SOUTH  STREET. 

446  attendances  were  made  during  the  year.  The  numbers 
loss  than  last  year  owing  to  the  better  washing  facilities  which 
have  been  provided  at  factories  and  hostels. 

SWIMMING  BATHS. 

Following  a  report  which  I  made  to  my  Committee  incorporating 
suggestions  for  the  Improvement  of  the  swimming  bath  and  so 
reducing  the  risk  of  accidents  and  Infection  therein,  several 
Important  improvements  were  made  on  the  advice  and  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Surveyor.  The  structural  improvements 
included  a  new  entrance  drive  and  general  repairs  to  the  bath 
Itself.  A  lady  attendant  instructor  was  appointed  and  Health 
rules  to  swimmers  were  posted  in  various  parts  of  the  bath. 

The  swimming  bath  if  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  town  and 
any  financial  loss  which  may  be  suffered  In  the  running  of  it  is 
far  out  weighed  by  the  great  benefit  to  health  which  undoubtedly 
results.  One  difficulty  which  seems  impossible  to  overcome 
without  extensive  structural  modifications  is  the  satisfactory 
separation  of  bathers  from  spectators. 


SCHOOLS. 

Inspections  have  been  made  at  the  schools  from  time  to  time, 
but  no  changes  or  alterations  to  the  fabric  have  been  made  during 
the  year. 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY. 

V 

Much  work  has  been  done  in  this  district  during  the  year  to 
improve  the  quality  of  the  milk  supply  and  a  fairly  high  standard 
has  been  reached  with  designated  milks.  At  the  milk  pasteurising 
premises  which  deals  with  a  large  portion  of  the  towns  milk  supply 
extensive  improvements  have  been  made  to  the  construction  of  the 
building  and  pasteurising  plant.  The  Resazorin  test  has  been 
applied  at  intervals  under  the  National  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory 
Scheme,  to  milk  supplied  by  producers  to  the  Depot,  and  the 
results  have  shown  a  fairly  high  standard  of  cleanliness.  The 
large  number  of  small  retailers  In  this  town  makes  it  necessary 
that  the  Scheme  for  Heat  Treatment  as  outlined  in  the  White  Paper 
be  applied  hero  in  the  interests  of  health.  There  is  some 
criticism  on  the  White  Paper's  suggestion  that  Accredited  milk 
should  be  exempt  from  Heat  Treatment.  This  milk  is  just  as  liable 
to  spread  disease  as  raw  milk.  The  difference  between  safe  and 
clean  milk  must  be  appreciated.  Universal  pasteurisation  or 
sterilisation  is  the  only  safeguard  today. 
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Tlie  Register  contains  95  Retail  Purveyors  and  79  Wholesale 
Traders  and  Producers.  During  the  year  243  inspections  were  made. 

Improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  Nor grove  Court  Farm,  and 
Boxknot  farm,  and  mains  water  supplies  provided  at  Lower  Berrow 
farm  and  Brookhouse  farm. 

Licences  granted' during  the  year  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Order,  1936,  are  as  follows 

Pasteurised  (to  bottle  and  sell)  1 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Dealers )  2 

Pasteurised  (Dealers)  6 


(b)  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  foodstuffs  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  during  1944:- 


213 

tins 

of  various  food 

63 

Eggs. 

162 

tins 

of  milk. 

24 

tins 

Chopped  Ham, 

63x 

lbs  . 

Bacon. 

159 

lbs . 

Pork  Sausage-. 

5 

lbs. 

Beef  Luncheon. 

6 

lbs . 

Cheese . 

15f 

S! 

Ham. 

16 

I? 

Marmalade . 

12 

SI 

Brisket  Beef. 

3 

II 

Syrup. 

7 

SI 

Sugar . 

6 

SI 

Prunes . 

12 

St 

Ox  Tongue. 

2D-| 

.  II 

Raisins , 

60 

11 

Salt anas. 

7 

It 

Mincemeat . 

100 

It 

Jam, 

6i 

SI 

G-rosve  nor  Pie, 

72  Steak  Pies. 

54  Pork  Pies. 

1  cwt.  Soya  Flour. 

72  tins  Celery  Salt. 

1  jar  Meat  Paste. 

31  jars  Vinegar  Epicure, 

24  doz.  Packets  Semolina  Pudding. 

26  Packets  'All  Bran*. 

12  stone  Fish* 

21  Packets  Pudding  Mixture. 

96  -  i  lb,  tins  Cake  &  Pudding  Mixture. 
1  bag  Salt. 

1  bottle  Orange  Squash. 


-14- 


SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 
1*  SCARLET  FEVER. 

40  "case's  [iVnales  and  21  females)  were  notified  compared 
with  40  In  the  previous  year.  31  were  removed  to  hospital, 
and  9  were  Isolated  at  home.  The  disease  was,  on  the  whole, 
mild  in  type. 

2,  DIPHTHERIA. 

5  cases  (T  male  and  4  females)  were  notified  compared  with 

6  In  the  previous  year.  There  were  no  deaths.  All  the 
cases  were  removed  to  hospital,  2  of  which  had  been  immunised 
previously. 

IMMUNISATION. 

449  children  were  immunised  in  1944  (of  these  349  were  under 
school  age,  compared  with  604  in  1943).  The  total  of 
immunised  children  in  Redditch  is  now  -  5,737,  ( I« c. December 
31st,  1944) 

Immunisation  for  the  prevention  of  diphtheria  has  been 
conducted  at  Clinics  and  s chool  premises  at  intervals  through¬ 
out  the  year.  Regular  Sessions  are  held  at  the  School 
Clinic,  the  Old  Vicarage,  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Thursday  In  the 
Month  and  at  the  Astwood  Bank  Infant  Welfare  Centro  on  tho  2nd 
and  4th  Mondays . 

The  A.P.T.2,  injection  method  has  been  continued. 

The  figures  from  1933  onwards  are  as  follows 


Number  treated. 

Cases  of  Diphtheria. 

Number  of 
dcath^ , 

1933. 

90 

105 

6 

1934 . 

884 

107 

10 

1935. 

438 

19 

Nil 

1936. 

153. 

21 

Nil 

1937. 

139 

18 

2 

1938. 

175 

29 

2 

1939. 

298 

46 

2 

1940. 

150 

11 

Nil 

1941. 

1160 

12 

2 

1942. 

852 

5 

1 

1943. 

949 

6 

Nil 

1944. 

449 

5 

Nil 

5737 


385 


25 


l  '  v* 
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2  cases  of  diphtheria  have  occurred  amongst  the 
immunised  population.  The  position  at  31st  December  1944 , 
making  allowance  for  cases  treated  privately,  deaths  and 
transferred  cases  is  as  follows 

%  population  treated  (1)  Under  5  -  65$ 

(2)  5  -  15  -  80$ 

Various  means  of  obtaining  ’’consents51  have  been  employed 
from  time  to  time,  but  the  best  method  is  by  personal  contact 
in  the  home,  the  Welfare  Centres  and  the  Schools  through  the 
agency  of  Health  Visitors  and  the  co-operation  of  teachers. 

Children  arc  not  usually  treated  until  they  have  reached 
their  first  birthday,  so  the  figure  of  65$  appears  low.  The 
$  immunised  of  the  immunisablo  population  under  5  would  bo 
approximately  75$. 


SCABIES. 

Only  a  small  number  of  cases  have  been  treated  at  the 
Cleansing  Station  under  an  Officer  of  the  Local  Sanitary 
Authority.  A  few  cases  have  been  referred  for  hospital 
treatment  at  Tolladine  Hospital,  Worcester.  The  cases  for 
the  most  part  coming  to  my  notice  have  been  children  who  have 
baths  in  their  own  homes,  their  parents  treating  them  themselves 
under  the  supervision  of  a  Health  Visitor.  The  treatment  is 
carried  out  by  immersing  the  patient  In  a  hot  bath  for  20  minutes, 
scrubbing  and  drying  with  a  rough  towel  and  then  using  benzyl 
benzoate  emulsion  and  allowing  to  dry  into  the  skin. 
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N0TIFIA3LE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  1944, 


Disease,  Total  Cases  Cases  admitted  Total 

Notified,  to  Hospital.  Deaths. 


Smallpox. 

Scarlet  Fever.  40 

Diphtheria.  5 

Enteric  Fever  (Including 
Paratyphoid) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  4 

Pneumonia.  3 

Encephalitis  Lethargic a. 
Erysipelas.  2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever.  2 

Measles.  66 

Who op ing  C  ough .  1 0 


31 

5 

4 

2 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1944. 


Age  Periods, 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

R  0  s]?  ir at or  y .  Non-Re  sp. _ Respiratory.  Non-Reap 


M.  F.  M. 


0 

•  0 

•  • 

•M 

MM 

1 

•  * 

** 

2 

MM 

5 

•  * 

•  « 

2 

1 

15 

#  » 

*  0 

2 

2 

1 

25 

•  f 

*  • 

1 

3 

0— < 

35 

*  • 

4 

M 

45 

•  • 

1 

55 

9  # 

*  • 

~  .. 

65 

and 

upwards 

•m 

- 

- 

F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 


1 

2 


1 

2 

*•» 

2 


TOTALS  -10  7  2  -  3  5 


I  remain. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
A.  B,  FOLLOWS. 


Medical  Officer  of  Healtti 
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